
  

Second Judicial District Court 
Washoe County Law Library 

 

AGENDA  

Locations: 
Virtual Zoom Meeting- Available at the Link Below 

 
A special meeting has been scheduled for the Law Library Board of Trustees on Wednesday, May 24, 2023, at 
12:00 PM.  This meeting will be available by videoconference.  Members of the public may attend the ZOOM 
webinar remotely by accessing the following link:  

https://washoecourts.zoom.us/j/98114115114?pwd=SFZNK0JPL2Z2clNJQlJWaHM5NE56Zz09 
 
This option will require a computer with audio and video capabilities.  To call in by telephone dial: 877 853 
5247 (Toll Free) or 888 788 0099 (Toll Free), Webinar ID: 981 1411 5114, Passcode: 001524.   
The Board Chair may order the removal of any person whose statement or other conduct disrupts the orderly, 
efficient, or safe conduct of the meeting. Warnings against disruptive conduct may or may not be given before 
removal. The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the 
time, place and manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks which 
antagonize or incite others are examples of speech that may be reasonably limited.  
   
NOTE:  Items on the agenda may be taken out of order; combined with other items; removed from the agenda; 
moved to the agenda of another later meeting; or may be voted on in a block.  Items with a specific time 
designation will not be heard prior to the stated time, but may be heard later.  

Accessibility.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for this 
meeting should notify the Washoe County Law Library at (775) 328-3250, 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Time Limits.  Public comments are welcomed during the Public Comment periods for all matters, whether listed 
on the agenda or not, and are limited to three minutes per person.  Additionally, public comment of three minutes 
per person will be heard during individual action items on the agenda.  Persons may not allocate unused time to 
other speakers.   

Public Comment.  Members of the public may submit public comment in person at the meeting, or by logging 
into the ZOOM webinar listed above. Members of the public may also submit public comments ahead of time via 
email to sarah.bates@washoecourts.us. 

Responses to Public Comments.  The Board of Trustees can deliberate or take action only if a matter has been 
listed on an agenda properly posted prior to the meeting.  During the public comment period, speakers may address 
matters listed or not listed on the published agenda.  The Open Meeting Law does not expressly prohibit responses 
to public comments by the Board of Trustees.  However, responses from Board members to unlisted public 
comment topics could become deliberation on a matter without notice to the public.  On the advice of legal counsel 
and to ensure the public has notice of all matters the Board of Trustees will consider, Board of Trustees may 
choose not to respond to public comments, except to correct factual inaccuracies, ask for staff action or to ask 

https://washoecourts.zoom.us/j/98114115114?pwd=SFZNK0JPL2Z2clNJQlJWaHM5NE56Zz09
mailto:sarah.bates@washoecourts.us


that a matter be listed on a future agenda.  The Board of Trustees may do this either during the public comment 
item or during the following item: “Board Comment – Limited to Announcements or Issues for Future Agendas.” 

 

Supporting documentation for agenda items provided to the Law Library Board of Trustees is available to members 
of the public at the Law Library located at 75 Court Street, First Floor, Room 101, Reno, Nevada 89501, and online 
at https://www.washoecourts.com/LawLibrary.  Sarah Bates, Law Librarian, is the person designated by the Law 
Library Board of Trustees to respond to requests for supporting materials.  Ms. Bates is located at the Second 
Judicial District Court and may be reached by telephone at (775) 328-3254 or by email at 
sarah.bates@washoecourts.us. The agenda will be: 

12:00 PM 1. Roll Call 
2. Public Comments 
3. Approval of Minutes from Board Meeting of May 3, 2023. For possible action. 
4. Discussion regarding and possible action to accept the Law Library account from the 

Washoe County Bar Association [approximately $95,000.00] and relocate the fund to the 
Community Foundation of Northern Nevada.  For possible action. 

5. Board Comment – Limited to Announcements or Issues for Future Agendas 
6. Public Comments 
7. Adjournment  
 

 
The agenda for this meeting has been posted at the following locations:   Washoe County Law Library (Washoe 
County Courthouse, 75 Court Street, Room 101, Reno), Second Judicial District Court (Washoe County 
Courthouse, 75 Court Street/South Virginia Street, Reno), online at the Nevada Public Notice Website 
(https://notice.nv.gov/), and https://www.washoecourts.com/LawLibrary. 
 

https://www.washoecourts.com/LawLibrary
mailto:sarah.bates@washoecourts.us
https://www.washoecourts.com/LawLibrary


Item 3 



WASHOE COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Law Library Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2023 

1. Roll Call 

Board Members present:  

Honorable Connie Steinheimer, Cortney Young, Aurora Partridge, and Patricia Halstead  

Also present were:  

Emily Reed, Assistant Court Administrator, Valerie Moser, Chief Fiscal Officer, Second Judicial District 
Court, Sarah Bates, Washoe County Law Librarian, and Lindsay Lidell, Deputy District Attorney, Washoe 
County District Attorney’s Office 

Absent:  

Chief Judge Lynne Simons, Honorable Tamatha Schreinert, and Mike Kattelman 

2. Public Comments: 

None. 

3. Approval of Minutes from Board Meeting of February 1, 2023. For Possible Action.  

No corrections were noted.  Trustee Halstead made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Trustee 
Young seconded the motion.  

No discussion was had.   

Motion passed unanimously.  

4. Update regarding the Law Library 2023 statistics, including Lawyer in the Library Update, National 
Library Week, and Law Day.  

Ms. Bates provided an update on the status of the Law Library and discussed National Library Week and 
discussed the scavenger hunt that was hosted for court employees.  Winners of the scavenger hunt won a 
gift card.  Law Day was a walk-in event held in conjunction with NNWLA.  NNWLA provided 15 
volunteers and there were 76 attendees during the three-hour event.   Participating members of the public 
enjoyed the walk-in nature of the event.  
 
There have been staffing transitions at the library and, as a result, there were two openings filled in April.  
Cheryl and Kyle are the new employees.  
 
Ms. Reed noted the complexities related to hosting the Law Day event and noted they were proud of Ms. 
Bates and the others who helped to make that event a success.  
 
No action was taken.  
 



5. Status update from Mike Kattelman and discussion about the informational video project about the 
court system and court procedure for the public. The Board may take action to modify or make 
recommendations regarding the project. For possible action.  

This item was trailed to allow time for Trustee Kattelman to arrive.   

6. Discussion regarding and possible action to approve the surrender of the Law Library account by 
the Washoe County Bar Association [approximately $95,000.00]. For possible action.  

Ms. Reed provided background details related to the origins of this fund, where the funds come from and 
how they are treated once they are ordered by a Judge. Historically, the funds are provided to the Washoe 
County Bar Association and, if needed, the staff of the Law Library will make a request for funds which 
goes before the WCBA board for approval.  Once approved by the WCBA board, it comes back to this 
Board for a vote.  WCBA is no longer able to hold the funds which requires the Law Library Board to take 
action.  

Ms. Moser described the Community Foundation and why they would be a good choice to hold these funds. 
She further described the process for a request for funds should the Board elect to move these funds to the 
Community Foundation.  Ms. Moser further described the cost of having the Community Foundation 
manage the fund and provided her view on the reasonableness of those costs.  

Judge Steinheimer provided further background details with respect to the history of this fund and why it 
has been held by the Washoe County Law Library when Judges order sanctions.  

Trustee Halstead inquired as to the prevalence of the sanctions that fund this account. Ms. Bates noted that 
during the pandemic sanctions slowed down, but stated they have since returned to pre-pandemic levels. 

Trustee Young made a disclosure that an employee of the Community Foundation was a former client and 
offered to abstain from this item.  Counsel Liddell and Judge Steinheimer noted that there is no ethical issue 
as there is not an ongoing financial relationship.  

Trustee Halstead inquired as to the total amount of the fund.  

Trustee Young noted that the draft contract references certain documents specific to the Community 
Foundation and conditions certain terms on those documents.  Without those documents being provided 
she noted she was not in a position to make a decision without understanding fully the additional documents 
referenced and how they impact the contract.  She further noted that she wanted to better understand how 
the Board could terminate the contract if it was found in practice to not meet the needs of staff.  

Ms. Reed and Judge Steinheimer noted that based on the Board’s meeting schedule, and the timing 
requirements to move the funds, we would need to have a special meeting to further consider this based on 
Trustee Young’s questions and concerns.  

Trustee Young made a motion to set a special meeting and move this item to a future meeting.  Trustee 
Halstead seconded the motion. Further information will be provided, and the item will be set in the normal 
course.  

Motion passed unanimously.  

 



7.  Discussion and possible action to approve funding for one employee to attend the American 
Association of Law Libraries Annual Conference in Boston, MA in July, 2023 [approximately 
$2,991.42]. For possible action.  

Judge Steinheimer inquired as to where the funds for this would come from.  Ms. Bates stated that it will 
come from the sanction fund and that she would be the employee going.  Trustee Partridge made a motion 
to approve and Trustee Young seconded the motion. 
 
No further discussion was had.  
 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
8. Review and approval of a new Law Library Internet Safety Policy that identifies intent and purpose 

of compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).  For possible action.   

Ms. Bates presented the item and noted that we are already complying with this Act.  However, we need to 
have the written policy that is presented today.  Once we are fully CIPA compliant we are eligible for 
further grant funding to support our public computers.  Ms. Bates is seeking a grant to upgrade the speed 
of our wiring as it relates to our data networks and computers. The value of the grant is nearly $40,000.00.  

Trustee Partridge provided her input on the item and noted that she was interested in this and wondered if 
it was related to the children’s corner which is an item on the agenda.  

Trustee Halstead inquired as to where this policy came from.  Ms. Bates notes that this is similar to the 
Washoe County Public Library’s CIPA policy. Judge Steinheimer noted a few typos to correct in the policy. 
Ms. Bates noted them and will make them.  

Trustee Halstead made a motion to accept the policy with the changes noted by Judge Steinheimer.  The 
motion was seconded by Trustee Young.   

No further discussion was had.  

Motion passed unanimously.  

9. Discussion regarding possible action to accept an award of grant award of approximately 
$10,431.00 provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services through the Library Services and 
Technology Action, administered by the Nevada State Library, Archives and Public Records to be used for 
creating a Children’s Corner in the Law Library.  The Law Library would move existing furniture to 
accommodate creating a Children’s Corner. For possible action.  

Ms. Bates presented the item and reminded the Board that this was previously approved prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic. She would be seeking to provide items to occupy children in the library whose parents are 
using the library’s facilities.  She is hoping to provide a computer that is not connected to the internet but 
that has various packages for coding and bilingual options for the children who may be in attendance.  

Ms. Reed notes that often children are running through the library and pulling books off the shelf which 
creates a risk of injury.  

Ms. Bates showed the Board where she would like to create the Children’s Corner.  

Trustee Halstead asked about a policy related to children and Ms. Bates and Ms. Reed noted there isn’t one 
specific to children.  



Further discussion was had regarding the requested accommodation and inquiry into any obligations we 
may be under for differently abled children or participants who may be using our services.  

Judge Steinheimer called for the vote, and it passed unanimously.  

10. Board Comment – Limited to Announcements or Issues for Future Agendas.   

Judge Steinheimer noted that Trustee Kattelman was not present and requested to take his item 
(item 5) on the next agenda. This passed unanimously.  

10. Public Comment.  

 None.  

11. Adjournment at 12:42 p.m.  
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WASHOE COUNTY LAW LIBRARY SANCTION FUND 
 

A Non-Endowed Designated Fund Agreement 

With the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada 

 

THIS DESIGNATED FUND AGREEMENT, entered into effective this ____ day of _____ 20___ 

by and between the Washoe County Law Library (the "Donor”) and the Community Foundation 

of Northern Nevada, a Nevada non-profit corporation (the “Foundation”), to create the Fund 

(hereafter defined). This agreement sets forth the terms and conditions that will apply to the 

Fund beginning on the date of the initial contribution to the Fund.  

 

1. Establishment of Fund.  The Fund hereby created shall be known as the Washoe 

County Law Library Sanction Fund (“Fund”). It is the express intent of the Donor and the 

Foundation that the Fund shall not be treated as a “donor advised fund,” as defined in 

Section 4966(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) by 

virtue of the Fund being described in Section 4966(d)(2)(B)(i) of the Code, as a fund that 

benefits only a single identified organization. The Donor agrees that the Fund is not an 

endowment and the Fund may make distributions out of both principal and income.   

 

2. Purpose.  The Fund’s general purpose is to promote and further the Foundation’s charitable 

purposes as set forth in the Foundation’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. In particular, 

the Fund is being established primarily to provide support for the Washoe County Law 

Library. 

 

3. Contributions to the Fund. The Donor, or any other donor or entity, may transfer to the 

Fund at any time, property acceptable to the Foundation, for such purposes. All 

contributions other than cash and marketable securities must be approved and acceptable 

to the Foundation. 

 

4. Investment of Fund Assets.  The Foundation shall hold, manage, invest and reinvest the 

assets of the Fund (including principal, interest, dividends, capital appreciation, and any 

undistributed income) as part of the Foundation’s investment portfolio consistent with the 

Foundation’s investment policy. The Foundation does not guarantee that the Fund will earn 

any particular rate of return. The Foundation shall not be liable for any diminution in the 
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value of the Fund, including, but not limited to any losses that may result from the 

investment of the fund.   

 

5. Distributions. All distributions from Fund assets will be made exclusively as stated in the 

Purpose section, in accordance with the provisions specified in the Articles of Incorporation 

and Bylaws creating the Foundation, all of which are incorporated herein by reference and 

conclusively assented to and adopted. As a Non-Endowed Designated Fund all 

disbursements will be made to the Washoe County Law Library. The Washoe Law Library 

Board, or their designee, may make recommendations for disbursements from the fund. 

Distributions may include the principal, income, including interest, dividends and any capital 

gains.  

 
 

6. Fees.  In consideration of the administrative services provided to the Fund by the 

Foundation, the Fund shall be charged an administrative fee of $400 annually, or 1.5% of 

the average daily balance of the fund, whichever is more. The administrative fees will be 

reduced or adjusted, should the Fund exceed $1 million or other thresholds per the Fee and 

Fund Policy. Fees are calculated on the daily average fund balance for the most recent 

month and paid monthly by automatic deduction from the Fund balance. 

 

7. Component Fund.  The Fund shall be a component fund and part of the Foundation as 

defined in Treasury Regulations, and assets of the Fund will, at all times, be the property of 

the Foundation. Nothing in this Agreement shall affect the status of the Foundation as an 

Organization (i) described in section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 

("Code") and (ii) which is not a private foundation within the meaning of section 509(a) of 

the Code. This Agreement shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with the foregoing 

intention and conform with the requirements of the foregoing provisions of the Federal tax 

laws and any regulations issued thereunder. 

 

8. Variance Power.  The Donor acknowledges and agrees that the Fund is protected from 

obsolescence, and that all assets of the Fund will be administered by the Foundation, in 

accordance with the provisions and terms of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the 

Foundation, all of which are incorporated herein by reference and conclusively assented to 

and adopted. The Donor further acknowledges and agrees that, notwithstanding any 
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provision contained in this Agreement to the contrary, should any of the purposes, 

restrictions, or conditions imposed upon the Fund or its assets ever become obsolete, 

unnecessary, incapable of fulfillment, or inconsistent with the charitable purposes or needs 

served by the Foundation, the Foundation’s Board of Trustees shall have the sole variance 

power to modify such purpose, restriction, or condition, and in so doing, the Board shall use 

its reasonable efforts to use Fund assets for a purpose as similar as possible to those set 

forth in this Agreement. 

  

9. Public Foundation Condition.  All transfers of property under this Agreement are subject 

to the condition that the Foundation, as of the date of transfer, remains an organization (i) 

described in section 501(c)(3) of the Code and (ii) which is not a private foundation as 

defined in section 509(a) of the Code. 

 

10. IRS Compliance.  This Fund and this Agreement shall comply with and be restricted by the 

Code and Treasury Regulations applicable to the Fund. This Agreement may be amended 

to comply with the provisions of the Code.   

 

11. Choice of Law:  The Fund shall be administered in and under the laws of the State of 

Nevada, and this Agreement and the validity thereof shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Nevada. 

 

12. Miscellaneous. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement 

between the Donor and the Foundation concerning the subject matter hereof and 

supersedes all prior and contemporaneous agreements, correspondence, representations, 

or understandings between the parties relating to the subject matter hereof, whether written 

or oral. The provisions of this Agreement are severable. The invalidity of any one provision 

shall not affect the validity of other provisions of this Agreement. The waiver by a party of a 

breach of any provision of the Agreement shall not operate or be construed as a waiver of 

any subsequent breach. This Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure to the 

benefit of the parties hereto and their respective successors and permitted assigns. 

Headings and captions herein have been provided solely for convenience of reference and 

shall in no way be construed to define, limit, or describe the scope or substance of any 

provision of this Agreement. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, 
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each of which shall be considered an original, but all of which together shall constitute one 

and the same agreement. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Donor and the Foundation have executed this Agreement as of 

the date first above written. 

 

SIGNER 

 

By: _                  __________________   ________________________ 

Honorable Connie J. Steinheimer, President     Date 
Washoe County Law Library Board of Trustees   

 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN NEVADA 

A Nevada Nonprofit Corporation 

 

 

By: ________________________________  

 Lauren Renda, CAP® 
Philanthropic Advisor 




























	May 24 2023 Special Meeting Board Agenda FINAL
	1 LLBOT Minutes May 2023
	2 Washoe County Law Library Designated Fund- revised DRAFT 4.27.23
	3 Articles of Incorporation
	4 CFNN Bylaws - Revised March 2022

