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Protection Orders in District Court 

• Nevada Revised Statutes 
– NRS Chapter 3 and NRS Chapter 4
– NRS Chapter 33
– NRS Chapter 200 
– NRS Chapter 178 – “no contact” orders

• Legislative Updates - 2023
– SB 382:

– removes requirement from NRS Chapter 3 that district court must 
appoint counsel for a minor adverse party
– statements made during TPO proceedings involving minor 

adverse parties are not admissible in criminal proceedings
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District Court Relationship Types

• Closely related by blood or marriage (parent, stepparent, child, 
grandmother/father, in-law)

-This does not include a sibling or cousin, unless there is a 
custodial or guardianship relationship established

• Married or registered domestic partners
• Divorced or separated
• Parents of a child in common
• Dating or used to date

- Defined as “frequent, intimate associations primarily 
characterized by the expectation of affection or sexual 
involvement”
- This does not include a casual relationship

• If the adverse party is a minor

3



Second Judicial District Court      

Reno/Sparks Justice Court Relationship Types

A Stalking and Harassment Order can be requested through Reno or
Sparks Justice Court if the applicant and the adverse party are:

• Not closely related by blood or marriage, divorced, parents of a 
shared child, dating/used to date.

• Examples of qualifying relationships include, but are not limited to:
- Neighbors, roommates, friends, co-workers, acquaintances, 
strangers, ex in-laws, your ex’s new partner, your partner’s ex, 
your fiancé’s child.

• Specific blood relations
- This includes siblings or cousins.
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NRS 33.018 Acts which constitute domestic violence; exceptions.
1. Domestic violence occurs when a person commits one of the following acts against or upon the person’s spouse 

or former spouse, any other person to whom the person is related by blood or marriage, any other person with whom the 
person has had or is having a dating relationship, any other person with whom the person has a child in common, the 
minor child of any of those persons, the person’s minor child or any other person who has been appointed the custodian 
or legal guardian for the person’s minor child:

(a) A battery.
(b) An assault.
(c) Coercion pursuant to NRS 207.190.
(d) A sexual assault.
(e) A knowing, purposeful or reckless course of conduct intended to harass the other person. Such conduct may 

include, but is not limited to:
(1) Stalking.
(2) Arson.
(3) Trespassing.
(4) Larceny.
(5) Destruction of private property.
(6) Carrying a concealed weapon without a permit.
(7) Injuring or killing an animal.
(8) Burglary.
(9) An invasion of the home.

(f) A false imprisonment.
(g) Pandering.
2. The provisions of this section do not apply to:
(a) Siblings, except those siblings who are in a custodial or guardianship relationship with each other; or
(b) Cousins, except those cousins who are in a custodial or guardianship relationship with each other.
3. As used in this section, “dating relationship” means frequent, intimate associations primarily characterized by the 

expectation of affectional or sexual involvement. The term does not include a casual relationship or an ordinary 
association between persons in a business or social context.

(Added to NRS by 1985, 2283; A 1995, 902; 1997, 1808; 2007, 82, 1275; 2017, 3179; 2019, 1805)
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-207.html#NRS207Sec190
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/63rd/Stats198510.html#Stats198510page2283
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/68th/Stats199505.html#Stats199505page902
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/69th/Stats199713.html#Stats199713page1808
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/74th/Stats200701.html#Stats200701page82
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/74th/Stats200711.html#Stats200711page1275
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/79th2017/Stats201717.html#Stats201717page3179
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/80th2019/Stats201911.html#Stats201911page1805
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Types of Protection Orders
Adverse Party is an Adult or Minor

• Temporary Protection Orders Against Domestic Violence
– Expires after a maximum of 45 days unless EPO hearing is set
– Hearing not required
– Advanced notice to adverse party not required

• Extended Protection Orders Against Domestic Violence
– Up to two years 
– Hearing required within 45 days of TPO
– Advanced notice of hearing to adverse party required

• High Risk Protection Order 
– Emergency Order - seven days 
– Extended Order up to one year – Advanced notice of hearing required
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NRS 3.2201 Jurisdiction over certain orders for protection from a child; sealing of records.

1. The district court has exclusive jurisdiction to accept an application for, to consider an application for, and to 
issue or deny the issuance of any of the following orders when the adverse party against whom the order is sought 
is a child who is under 18 years of age:
(a) A temporary or extended order for protection against domestic violence pursuant to NRS 33.017 to 33.100, inclusive.
(b) A temporary or extended order for protection against harassment in the workplace pursuant to NRS 33.200 to 33.360, 
inclusive.
(c) An emergency or extended order for protection against high-risk behavior pursuant to NRS 33.500 to 33.670, 
inclusive.
(d) A temporary or extended order for protection against sexual assault pursuant to NRS 200.378.
(e) A temporary or extended order for protection against stalking, aggravated stalking or harassment pursuant to NRS 
200.591.
2. If the district court issues an order listed in subsection 1, the order must be served upon:
(a) The child who is the adverse party; and
(b) The parent or guardian of the child.
3. The juvenile court has exclusive jurisdiction over any action in which it is alleged that a child who is the adverse party
in an order listed in subsection 1 has committed a delinquent act by violating a condition set forth in the order.
4. If the district court issues an order listed in subsection 1 and the adverse party reaches the age of 18 years while the 
order is still in effect, the order remains effective against the adverse party until the order expires or is dissolved by the 
district court.
5. The district court shall automatically seal all records related to the application for, consideration of and issuance of an 
order listed in subsection 1 as provided in NRS 62H.140 upon the dissolution or expiration of the order or when the 
adverse party reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is earlier, unless, at such a time, the order is still in effect, in which 
case the records must be automatically sealed by the district court upon the expiration or dissolution of the order.
6. A district court may appoint a master to conduct the proceedings described in this section.
7. An admission, representation or statement made during a proceeding described in this section is not admissible in any 
criminal proceeding.
8. As used in this section, “criminal proceeding” means:
(a) A trial or hearing before a court in a prosecution of a person charged with violating a criminal law of this State; or
(b) A delinquency proceeding which is conducted pursuant to title 5 of NRS.
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https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000363&cite=NVST200.378&originatingDoc=N04BE64400B1111EE95E5D71BD70080D3&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=805af442b4fe4128b71e3e769d2ece31&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000363&cite=NVST200.591&originatingDoc=N04BE64400B1111EE95E5D71BD70080D3&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=805af442b4fe4128b71e3e769d2ece31&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000363&cite=NVST200.591&originatingDoc=N04BE64400B1111EE95E5D71BD70080D3&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=805af442b4fe4128b71e3e769d2ece31&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000363&cite=NVST62H.140&originatingDoc=N04BE64400B1111EE95E5D71BD70080D3&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=805af442b4fe4128b71e3e769d2ece31&contextData=(sc.Category)


Second Judicial District Court      

Additional Types of Protection Orders
Adverse Party is a Minor

• Protection Order Against Harassment in the Workplace
– TPO – 15 days 

• Notice provisions and exceptions
– EPO up to one year with notice and a hearing

• Protection Order Against Sexual Assault or Harassment or 
Stalking
– Sexual Assault TPO 

• 30 days without notice
• EPO up to three years with notice and a hearing

– Harassment & Stalking TPO 
• 45 days without notice
• EPO up to two years with notice and a hearing
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Where Do the Forms Come From?

• The Nevada Supreme Court created a committee to develop 
Statewide forms

• They are available online at: 
https://nvcourts.gov/AOC/Programs_and_Services/Protection_
Orders/Overview/

• Forms are also available on www.washeocourts.com
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What Do I Need to Start a TPO Case?

• TPO Application Forms and Packets 

– All necessary documents to apply for a TPO have been 
compiled into forms and packets.  Each packet includes visual, 
step-by-step instructions.

– Forms and packets may be obtained: 
- by downloading them at www.washoecourts.com
- at the Courthouse at 1 South Sierra Street, 3rd Floor
- at the Courthouse at 75 Court Street, Room 101
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Where Can I Start A Protection Order Case?

1 South Sierra Street
Protection Order Help Center: Room 308

Resource Center: 3rd Floor Lobby

75 Court Street
Law Library: Room 101



Second Judicial District Court      

Protection Order Help Center
1 South Sierra Street Courthouse

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 775-328-3127

• Assists applicants with filing 
temporary protection 
applications 

• Provides a safe place for 
applicants to fill out their 
application

• Provides a safe place for 
applicants to wait for any 
hearings

• Telephonic access to 
interpreters
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Resource Center
1 S. Sierra Street – Third Floor

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
775-325-6731

• Located at the front counter in 
the lobby 

• Provides applicants with 
temporary protection order 
applications and assists with e-
filing

• Provides packets and forms for 
family law cases

• Provides information on court 
procedures

• Telephonic access to 
interpreters
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75 Court Street Courthouse
Law Library

Monday & Thursday 8-5, Tuesday & Wednesday 10-7, Friday 8-12, 775-328-3250

• Assist applicants with filing 
temporary protection 
applications electronically

• Provides packets and forms 
for family law cases

• Provides information on court 
procedures

• Offers resources for legal 
research 

• Hosts the Lawyer in the 
Library Program

• Provides computer terminals 
for work and internet access 

• Copy machines are available
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www.washoecourts.com
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Forms and Packets
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When Will I Know If My Application 
Was Approved?

• Business unit dedicated to processing TPO applications:
– Judicial Administrative Oversight

• 1 Court Master 
• 2 Court Clerks
• 3 Deputy Clerks

• The Court Master reviews applications throughout the day  
Decision within 1 business day

• Staff will contact the applicant once an order is issued
• Staff will forward any granted orders to the WCSO for service    
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What If I Need A TPO After 
Business Hours?

• Current Process
– Adverse party arrested for domestic battery and is presently in custody
– Adverse party will be served in jail

• Hours of Service
– Saturday, Sunday and Holidays

• 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
– Monday – Friday

• 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

• Answerwest answers initial calls and refers to SJDC employee
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What If I Want to Extend My TPO?

– If an extended protection order was requested in the application, an 
extension hearing will be scheduled 30-45 days after TPO is issued 

– Hearings are scheduled sooner if parties share custody of children
– Protection order can be extended for up to two years
– If a 45-day TPO was requested, applicant needs to file an ex parte 

motion to extend the protection order.  
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Expanding Access to the Court 
Using Electronic Filing 

• Ability to apply for a TPO from anywhere in the community
– Training is available for domestic violence advocates and other 

community agencies to electronically initiate a TPO case 
• Remote availability of the process may prevent an applicant 

from having to come to the Court to submit a TPO application
• Guided TPO application available on eFlex
• To learn how you can participate contact Celina Galindo
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Important Contacts

• Protection Order Help Center - 775-328-3127 

• Resource Center - 775-325-6731

• Law Library - 775-328-3250

• Emily Reed, Assistant Court Administrator - 775-325-6625

• Barbara Keyl, Litigant Services Manager - 775-325-6741 
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Questions
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