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IN THE FAMilY DIVISION 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

IN THE MAnER OF THE 

DETENTION OF ADJUDICATED 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 

------------------------, 

MINUTE ORDER 

WHEREAS. Nevada's juvenIle Justice system is based upon 

principles of instruction and rehabilitation as opposed to sentencing young offenders 

to fixeO terms of months or years; 

WHEREAS. at the time 01 this writing there are several adjudicstaa 

delinquents from the Second Judicial D,strict who are aSSigned to the Division of 
19 I 

ChiJd and Family SeI'V;ces 'or placement in State-run Training Centers. but who are 
~o i 

21 

22 

. Instead being held for lengthy ;:>enods in a local. county-operated pre-trial oetention 

facility (Wittenberg Hall) awaiting placements ~cause space is not available at the 

Training Centers. 

WHEREAS. Wittenberg Hall is a pre-tria.! detention facility: It is not 

designed or operated fOI dispositional programs: 

WHEREAS. such post-adjudication detention tor prorracled perior.!s is 
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deemed to be a denial of due process and is a vIolation of the constitutIonal fights 

of the adjudic.ate(j yo~h: and 

WHEREAS, the Wittenberg Hall JuvenIle detention f9cility in Washce 

County maintains populations well beyond its design capacIties and beyond what it 

can safely house. in part because of those youth committed to the DivisIon of Child 

and Family Services but held In local facilities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, exercising the inherent powers of the Court 

81 and its judicial oversight over jLNenile cases, the Court hereby makes and enters the 

9/ follOWing ORDER whIch applies to any and all youth who are described above. The 

10' terms of this order shall go into effect sixty (60) days from the date of its filing. 
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1. The Neveda Division of Child and Family Services will have 

fifteen (15) days from the u:.:~e ~f the fiiir.g cf 2r.j Order cc;.mmit!ir:Q e child tc the 

Division of Child and F amlfy Services to condu~ an assessment of the committed 

youth and his or her entire family. This assessment may be utilized by the Division 

~or planning and placement purposes, including decisions as to which training 

center or programs under its jurisdiction would be the most appropriate for the 

youth. The assessment will also include information useful for post<ommitment 

placement deCisions such as furloughs, paroles, and remtegration into the 

community such CiS might be in the child's and the community's best interest. 

21 2. Thereafter, the DIvision of Child and Family Services will have 

22 fifteen ( 15) aOdilional days within which to eNectuat8 the placement. No child 

23 whose status is described herein shall remain in the IOCBI detention facility for a I 
I 

~4 I period in excess of tt')lrty (30) days from the dale of entry of Ihe Order committing . 
25 ~ the child to the custOdy of the Division of ChIld and Family Services and placed in 

::!f, 11. stale Training Centers. 
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I I 3 The average length of stay for ~hose youth who are committed to 

2 the Division shan not tall sucst2ntially below the average length of stay experienced 

3 by youth prior to the effective date of this order. Nonetheless, the Division of Child 

4 I and Family Services shall have the discretion to transfer a yout" to another program 
.. 

5 under Its control or furlough a youth to a local program consistent with the youth's 

6 case plan. 

7 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

8 DATED this .--E day of April, '997. 
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10 
HON. CHARLES M. Mat7EE 
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I J I APPROVED: 
~" ~. 

:: ~~~~DGE 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
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