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WHEREAS on June 22, 2021, Washoe County reported approximately 1,336 active COVID-

19 cases and 19.4 as the seven-day moving daily average for new COVID-19 positive cases;

WHEREAS the SIDC continues to monitor the Governor’s Directives, BCC approvals, and
the CDC guidelines for conducting SIDC proceedings; and,

WHEREAS it is critical for the SIDC to continue to take precautions related to COVID-19,
and its emerging variants, by methodically continuing the use of audiovisual access to STDC
proceedings while also providing physical access of employees and the public to its facilities for jury
trials and hearings.

Accordingly, and good cause appearing therefor, this Administrative Order 2021-05(B)
follows:

All provisions of prior AOs shall remain in full force and effect except as modified or
supplemented by this and subsequent AOs. This AO specifically amends AO 2021-05 and AO 2021-
05(A).

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the SJDC, in consultation with the Nevada Supreme Court,
exercised its ministerial judicial powers to control entry into SJIDC facilities. On an emergency basis,
the Chief Judge entered AOs 2020-2 and subsequent AOs to date. These AOs changed SIDC
procedures to minimize person-to-person contact and mitigate the risk associated with the COVID-19
pandemic, and to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, while continuing to provide essential SJTDC
Services.
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Safety and Precautions

Consistent Nevada OSHA’s Updated Guidance, effective May 14, 2021, the following

workplace safety protocols shall be incorporated by the SJDC to the maximum extent practicable:

a.
b.

C.

Employers should encourage employees to receive a COVID-19 vaccine.
Organizations may have mask polices that are more restrictive than the CDC guidance.

All employers must provide face coverings for unvaccinated employees and shall
require these employees to wear face coverings in all instances where required by
emergency directives, including any space visited by the general public, even if no one
else is present.

Close or limit access to common areas where employees are likely to congregate and
interact. When in common areas, face coverings are required for unvaccinated
employees.

Maintain regular housekeeping practices, including routine cleaning and disinfecting
of surfaces and equipment.

Conduct daily surveys of changes to staff/labor health conditions.

Post signage with the latest CDC mask guidance for vaccinated and unvaccinated
guests.

The SJDC is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all our employees and

the public it serves. To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, we will continue to operate in a manner

that reduces the risks associated with this public health emergency. Consequently, the following

precautions are ordered:

During general SJDC operations, until further AO, unvaccinated judges and employees shall

wear masks at all times in SIDC facilities. Vaccinated judges are not required to wear masks in

chambers. Vaccinated employees are not required to wear masks in offices where the employee does

not interface with the public. All judges and employees will wear masks when interfacing with the

public. Interfacing with the public includes courtroom proceedings. Employees must provide proof

of vaccination to SIDC Human Resources. Judges must provide proof of vaccination to the Chief

Judge.

The daily employee health survey and temperature screening is no longer required of judges

and employees. An incident-based reporting system has been implemented.
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County Employees (Non-SJDC Employees)

Washoe County Sheriff’s Office employees, Washoe County Facilities employees, and
outside contractors must adhere to the same mask protocols as STDC employees. All other Washoe

County employees must adhere to mask protocols that apply to members of the public.

Public Entrance and Interaction
During this time, it remains critical to prevent the spread of illness among members of the

Court, counsel, staff, the public, and our community partners. CDC has advised people to take
precautions to stay healthy and that the best way to prevent illness is to avoid exposure. Mask
requirements for fully vaccinated individuals have been eliminated by Washoe County, with some

exceptions, including public transportation and detention facilities. The SJIDC recognizes that, unlike

most other facilities, attendance at court proceedings is often compelled and individuals are
frequently required to remain in enclosed courtrooms for extended periods of time (in excess of
fitteen minutes).

After review of guidelines and with consideration of the SDJC’s physical limitations at 75
Court Street, the Chief Judge concludes all persons shall wear masks in STDC facilities, including
any security screening line to enter regardless of vaccination status except as otherwise provided
in this AO or ordered by the Chief Judge. Children under the age of two and individuals who are
unable to remove a mask without assistance are not required to comply with these mask directives.

Individuals who are unable to wear a mask should request to appear by alternative means.

Social distancing requirements were eliminated for fully vaccinated persons by revised CDC
guidelines and by the BCC as of June 1, 2021. Notwithstanding elimination of social distancing
requirements for fully vaccinated individuals, all judicial officers are encouraged to manage

courtrooms to allow comfortable space between people in the courtroom — for example, requiring
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members of the public to sit in every other seat, or spacing jury chairs out to allow the maximum
amount of space between jurors.

SIDC Court Administration shall maintain notices at the entrance of all STDC facilities
advising the following people may not enter SJDC facilities:

(1)  All persons without a mask;

(2) Persons who are ill or experiencing unexplained fever, cough, or shortness of breath.
Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols or refusing to comply with the protocols
will be denied entry.

Temperature screening is no longer required of non-SJIDC employees.
Physical Limitations in Court Facilities
The General Jurisdiction building located at 75 Court Street has physical limitations which

that increases congestion of persons in the facility (i.e., elevators reduced to one working elevator and

non-function air conditioning in courtroom(s)) as well as the in person on-going jury trials which

require additional space to stage, provide areas for breaks, and accommodate counsel and parties).

Effectuation of continued opening will be determined on business and space needs, space availability,

impact on proceedings and restrictions due to facility repairs.

The Court Administrator shall keep the Chief Judge apprised of issues in facilities and will

immediately request repair, if needed, by Washoe County Facilities. In addition, the Court

Administrator shall contact Washoe County Facilities at the beginning of each month to request

confirmation the ventilation systems are functioning and programed to operate in compliance with

CDC guidelines.
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Family Division non-evidentiary hearings shall continue to proceed via audiovisual means.

Evidentiary hearings and bench trials may be heard via audiovisual means or In-person, as
determined by the presiding judge in the judicial department.

DURING IN PERSON PROCEEDINGS, ALL PARTICIPANTS WILL WEAR MASKS IN
1HE COURTROOM. The judicial officer may allow participants, including jury venire members, to
lower their masks when talking.

Judicial officers, to the extent possible, shall accommodate requests to appear by alternative
means for any attorney, party or witness who is considered a vulnerable person under current CDC
guidelines.

By prior AO, courtrooms used at 75 Court Street included Department 4, Department 9,
Courtroom A, and the Complex Litigation Courtroom (“CLC”). At 1 South Sierra Street, designated
hearing rooms were used. EFFECTIVE JULY 6, 2021, ALL AVAILABLE COURTROOMS MAY

BE UTILIZED.
The SJIDC will continue to follow the updated COVID-19 Jury Trial Plan for safely

conducting jury trials. Jury selection will take place in individual courtrooms, or the CLC, tollowing
all necessary protocols. Trial commencement dates within TFs and TSs will allow for summonsing

of up to two jury venires on those dates.

Beginning June 28, 2021, trials commenced being heard in the assigned departments’

| courtroom and will continue to do so unless an accommodation is required for the proceeding to

occur in another courtroom. Jury trials in TFs and TSs going forward shall proceed as set and
prioritized by AO. The SJIDC continues, through the TF and TS models, to maximize hearing the

maximum number of trials confirmed to proceed.
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Settlement Conferences
Judicial settlement conferences continue to be highly encouraged. Settlement conference
statements and supporting exhibits shall be submitted electronically, unless otherwise ordered.
Settlement conferences shall continue to be held by audiovisual means.

Specialty Court Program
All Specialty Court Program dockets will continue to occur by audiovisual means until further
A Q.
Alternative Dispute Resolution
All matters in the Court Annexed Arbitration Program, Court Annexed Mediation Program,
and Nevada Foreclosure Mediation Program should proceed. These matters shall be conducted by

audiovisual means.

For any cases assigned to the Court Annexed Arbitration program, the time between March
17,2020, and July 6, 2021 shall not be applied toward the one-year time limit for holding any
arbitration hearing pursuant to NAR 12(B).

Guardianship Proceedings

All guardianship matters may continue to proceed by audiovisual means, including
compliance hearings. For adult guardianships, all proposed protected persons and protected persons
must appear by alternative means. For minor guardianships, appearance is within the discretion of
the judge.

Termination of Parental Rights Proceedings
Termination of parental rights proceedings will be conducted in person or by audiovisual
means. l'ermination of parental rights trials will be conducted in-person unless there is a stipulation

by the parties or extraordinary circumstances exist to conduct the trial remotely as determined by the
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